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Abstract

Naya Ambhora is a multi-caste agrarian locality of Central India, Maharashtra, composed of
four former villages displaced by the Gosikhurd large dam and today resettled in a single
administrative unit. It has been more than fifteen years since the new layout sprung out of
agricultural land and began hosting new existences, dispossessed of much of what people had
always owed and known, now ruins submerged in the reservoir waters or dispersed patches of
land swallowed by dense and humid vegetation of this new riverine landscape. What happened
to these rural communities made up of mostly farmers, daily labourers, petty merchants, and
fishermen? How have villagers coped with their forced displacement and their subsequent
relocation? How can one apprehend inequalities, biographical ruptures, and continuities between
the old and the new site of living? This presentation would like to revisit previous (personal)
analyses of the material and symbolic dimensions of displacement already unfolded in different
publications. Dispossession and public policies of compensation shape an unequal structure of
redistribution of resources strongly nourished by previous inequalities of caste and class
allocations. What happened to these inequalities of chances of resettlement? How people accept,
resist, or bypass these unequal chances in the reconstruction of their lives is a major subject of
attention for social scientists who wish to understand what happens after displacement.
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